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ANNUAL  REPORT 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1949 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hinckley  Urban  District  Council. 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  referred  in  my  last  Annual  Report  to  the  introduction  of  the 
National  Health  Service.  The  service  is  having  its  “teething  troubles," 
and  it  would  appear  that  it  will  take  several  years  before  it  is  working 
quite  smoothly. 

General  Health  of  the  Community. 

Continues  satisfactory. 

Nutrition. 

No  evidence  of  any  general  nutritional  deficiency  exists. 

Infectious  and  Contagious  Diseases. 

The  total  number  of  measle  cases  fell  somewhat,  but  nevertheless 
a  large  number  did  occur,  the  disease  not  showing  the  usual  drop  in 
alternate  years. 

Hinckley  shared  in  the  widespread  epidemic  of  poliomyeltis,  a  total 
of  twelve  cases  being  notified.  Mr.  Melson  and  members  of  his  staff 
spent  no  little  time  investigating  these  cases,  and  a  table  which  he  has 
prepared,  setting  out  the  result  of  field  investigations,  will  be  found  to 
be  of  some  interest. 


STATISTICS. 

(For  comparative  purposes  last  year's  figures  have  been  inserted  in  brackets) 

Mortality  Rates. 

For  Urban  District  For  England  and  Wales 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  ..  27.4(24.2)  32.0 

General  Death  Rate  10.2  (9.4)  11.7 


STATISTICS  FOR  THE  AREA. 


Area  (acres) 

Reg.  General's  estimate  of  population 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate 
books  at  31-12-49 
Rateable  value 

Sum  representing  a  penny  rate 


11,882 

38,750  (38,580) 

1 1,204  (1 1,033) 
£191,881  (£190,799) 
£765  Is.  lid.  (£799) 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births. 


Live  Births 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


Male 
340  (412) 
328  (394) 
12  (18) 


Female 
351  (373) 
338  (355) 
13  (18) 


Total 
691  (785) 
666 (749) 
25  (36) 


This  represents  a  live  birth  rate  of  17.83  (20.39)  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  population. 

Male  Female  Total 

Still  Births . 13(7)  7(10)  20(17) 


There  were  no  illegitimate  still  births. 

Rate  (still  births)  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still  births)  28.1  (19.4). 


General. 

Male 
216  (177) 


Deaths. 

Female 
180  (187) 


Total 
396  (364) 


This  represents  a  death  rate  of  10.2  (9.4)  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population. 


From  Puerperal  Causes. 

(Headings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar  General's  short  list). 

No  deaths  occurred  from  these  causes.  Last  year  two  deaths 
occurred  from  other  maternal  causes. 


Infants  under  one  year. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ..  ..  ..  ..  27.4(24.2) 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  .  .  .  .  25.5  (25.3) 

13  male  and  4  female  children  died  under  one  year  of  age. 


No  illegitimate  infants  died. 

Other  Mortality  Statistics. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough 

,,  ,,  Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

,,  ,,  Other  forms  of  Tubercu¬ 

losis 

,,  ,,  Syphilitic  diseases 

,,  ,,  Influenza.  . 

,,  ,,  Acute  Polio-myelitis  or 

encephalitis 

,,  ,,  Intra-cranial  vascular 

lesions 


Male 

Female 

Total 

39  (32) 

23  (34) 

62  (66) 

—  (1) 

1  (2) 

1  (3) 

9  (11) 

8  (8) 

17  (19) 

1  (1) 

1  (2) 

2  (3) 

4  (I) 

—  (— ) 

4  (1) 

1 

1 

2  (— ) 

3 

1 

4  (— ) 

25  (23) 

34  (27) 

59  (50) 
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„  ,,  Heart  Disease  . . 

,,  other  diseases  of  circu- 

57  (40) 

50  (47) 

107  (87) 

latory  system 

14  (6) 

14 

(7) 

28  (13) 

Bronchitis 

15(13) 

7 

(4) 

22  (17) 

Pneumonia 

7  (6) 

5 

(3) 

12  (9) 

,,  ,,  other  respiratory  diseases 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or 

1  (2) 

— 

(2) 

1  (4) 

duodenum 

-(3) 

2 

(1) 

2  (4) 

,,  ,,  Appendicitis 

2  (1) 

— 

(2) 

2  (3) 

,,  ,,  other  digestive  diseases 

1  (1) 

4 

(3) 

5  (4) 

„  „  Nephritis 

5  (5) 

3 

(1) 

8  (6) 

Premature  birth 

9  (5) 

1 

(2) 

10  (7) 

,,  associated  with  births  . . 

3  (2) 

3 

(4) 

6  (6) 

,,  from  road  traffic  accidents  .  . 

2  (3) 

1 

(— ) 

3  (3) 

,,  other  violent  causes 

2  (2) 

3 

(3) 

5  (5) 

„  all  other  causes  .  . 

16  (14) 

18  (26) 

34  (40) 

Total  deaths  from  all  causes  . .  ..  216(177)  180(187)  396(364) 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  FOR  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


1.  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority,  (see  beginning  of  report). 

2.  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Examination  was  performed  at  either  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
under  Doctor  E.  H.  Gillespie,  or  at  the  County  Health  Laboratory, 
under  Doctor  G.  H.  Gibson,  on  the  following  specimens. 


Public  Health  Laboratory. 

Throat  and  nose  swabs 
Fasces  and  urine 
Sputum 

Milk . 

Ice-Cream 

Water 

Milk  Bottles 
Miscellaneous 


26 

73 

49 

88 

23 

1 

13 

7 


280 

County  Health  Laboratory. 

Milk  (bacteriological)  50 

Milk  (chemical)  I 

Water  (5  chemical,  1  bacteriological)  .  .  6 

Swimming  Bath  water  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Ice-cream  (bacteriological)  .  .  23 

Ice-cream  (chemical) . .  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  17 

Milk  Bottles  (bacteriological)  .  .  .  .  2 


101 
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3.  Prevalence  and  C  ontrol  over  Infcetious  Diseases. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 


Children 


Under  5  years 

5-14  years 

Total  number  immunised  during  year 

518 

36 

(521) 

(69) 

Total  number  immunised  since  beginning 

of  scheme  . . 

3799 

4939 

Percentage  of  children  in  age  groups 

immunised  during  1949 

12.23 

0.65 

Number  of  children  receiving  booster 

dose  of  immunisation  190 
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POLIOMYELITIS, 


Case 

No. 

Age 

Sex 

Last  at 
school 
or  work 

i 

6 

F. 

28-6-49 

s 

M. 

1-7-49 

3 

7 

F. 

10-7-49 

4 

6 

F. 

14-7-49 

5 

11 

F. 

7-7-49 

6 

7 

M. 

27-7-49 

7 

4 

F. 

8 

4 

M. 

9 

4+ 

F. 

10 

u 

M. 

11 

3± 

F. 

12 

8 

F. 

22-7-49 

13 

16 

* 

M. 

25-7-49 

14 

16 

M. 

24-8-49 

15 

22 

F. 

26-8-49 

16 

16 

M. 

25-8-49 

17 

4 

F. 

— 

18 

16 

M. 

9-9-49 

19 

3 

M. 

— 

20 

37 

F. 

Housewife 

Date 

notified 


Onset  of 
disease 


20-7-49 


22-7-49 


27-6-49 

1-7-49 

1 1-7-49 

17-7-49 

7-7-49 


First  signs 
of 

Paralysis 


2-8-49 

5-8-49 

16-8-49 


29-7-49 

3-8-49 

1-8-49 

7-8-49 


19-8-49  16-8-49 


23-8-49  19-8-49 


15-8-49 


6-8-49 

10-8-49 
Off-colour 
24-8-49 
Headache 
and 

backache 
29-8-49  26-8-49 


31-8-49 


7-9-49 


17-10-49 


25-11-49 


25-8-49 


1-9-49 


9-9-49 
but  had 
chill 

symptoms 
on  3-9-49 
13-10-49 


18-1 1-49 


Before  re¬ 
moval  to 
hospital  on 
9-7-49 
13-7-49 


16-7-49 


7-7-49 


30-7-49 

3-8-49 

3-8-49 

12-8-49 

17-8-49 

19- 8-49 

20- 8-49 

7-8-49 

25-8-49 

29-8-49 

25-8-49 

3-9-49 

9-9-49 

16-10-49 

24-1 1-49 


Case 

confirmed 


Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 


Earlier 

Zymotic 

illness 


Adenoids 
or  tonsils 
removed 


None 


Contacts 


May,  1949 


Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 


Yes 
notified  as 
negative  in 
corrected 
return 
Yes 


Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 


Mumps  1944  Tonsils  re- 
Whooping  moved  1942. 


Cough  1944, 
Measles  1945, 
G.  Measles 
1948, 

Chicken  Pox 
Easter  1949 
Nil 


Nil 


Measles 
June,  1949 


Tonsils  and 
adenoids  out 
May  1949 


Mother 
Father 
Mother, 
Father, 

2  brothei 

1  sister 
Mother, 
Father, 

2  brothers 

Mother, 
Father, 
Baby 
sister 
Mother, 
Brother 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


No 

No 

No 

No 


Mumps  1945  j  Yes,  in  Aug. 

Chicken 
Pox  1944 


None 

Measles  1938 
Scarlet 
Fever  1939 


Measles 
when  a 
child 


Measles 
when  a 
child 


None 


Measles  and 
Whooping 
cough  when 
a  child 

No 


1946 

No 


Yes,  in 
1939-40 


No 

No 

No 

No 


No.  Tonsils 
need 

removing 

No 


Mother 
3  sisters, 

I  brother 

Mother, 

Father, 

1  sister 
Mother, 
Father 

Mother 

Father, 

2  female 
relatives 
Mother, 
Father, 

1  sister, 

1  brother 

Mother, 

Father, 

1  brother, 

8  relations 

Mother, 

Father, 

2  sisters, 

1  brother 
Mother 

Mother, 

Father, 

1  sister 


Mother, 

Father, 

2  sisters, 

nephew, 

2  friends 

Mother 

Father 

sister, 

aunt  and 

friend 

Mother 

Father, 

1  sister 
Mother, 
Father, 

2  sisters 


Mother, 
Father, 
Grand¬ 
father 
Husband, 
2  young 
daughters, 
2  adult 
friends 


None. 


None. 


None. 


Pasteurised !  Good 


Pasteurised  Good 


. y-'i  vavvinutiuilO.  1  lavilli; 

patient  treatment  for  slight  disability^ 
Not  been  for  Good  recovery,  no  disability. 


Raw  T.T. 


two  months 


No 


Good 


No 


Good  recovery. 
Still  in  hospital. 


*Case  X  refers  to  a  case  of  Poliomyelitis  which  occurred  just  over  our  boundary  in  the  area  of  the  Blaby  Rural  District^  jL„y  9th,  1949. 


Milk 

supply 

Type  of 
home 

Attendance 

Any  connection  with  other  cases 

at  swimminj 
baths 

=  Remarks 

(compiled  July,  1950) 

Sister  employed  in  same  factory 
where  contacts  from  case  X 

Raw 

accredited 

Raw 

Structuall) 
very  poor 
Good 

No 

No 

Removed  to  hospital  as  case  of  meningitis  j 
Died  in  hospital 

employed 

• 

Went  on  same  bus  to  same 
school  as  case  No.  4 

Pasteurised 

Good 

No.  Paddl- 

Immunised  three  years  before  illness.  Good 

ing  in  park 
on  July  10th 

recovery,  no  disability  left. 

As  for  No.  3. 

Raw 

House  and 
Shop 

I 

1949 

No 

J 

Third  immunisation  one  year  before  illness. 
Whooping  cough  innoculation  with  first 

immunisation.  Still  under  treatment  for 

Attended  same  school  as  case 

Raw  T.T. 

f  Fair. 

Conservarc) 

Sanitation. 

No 

/ 

slight  disability. 

cases  Nos.  3  and  4. 

Returned  to  London,  evacuated  from  there 
during  war. 

Pigs,  flies. 

None. 

• 

Pasteurised 

j 

Good 

Last  there 
20-7-49 

Died  in  hospital,  2-8-49. 

Sister  attended  same  school  as 
cases  3,  4  and  5. 

Pasteurised 

Good 

No  _ 

Still  receiving  out-patient  treatment.  Slight 
disability  in  one  leg. 

Mother  works  at  same  factory 
where  case  X  employed  and 
sister  of  case  No.  2. 

Pasteurised 

Good 

No 

Still  receiving  out-patient  treatment.  Slight 
disability  in  left  arm. 

None. 

Raw 

Good 

In  sea  at 
Hunstanton 
Aug.  6,  1949 

Not  immunised,  no  whooping  cough  innocu¬ 
lation.  Good  recovery. 

None. 

Raw  T.T. 

Good 

No 

Immunised  10-S-49  for  diphtheria  and  whooping 
cough  together.  Slight  disability  and  still 

.  i 

under  out-patient  treatment. 

Cousin,  where  patients  brother 
stayed,  attends  same  school  as 

Pasteurised 

Good 

No 

Died  in  hospital,  24-8-49. 

cases  3,  4  and  5. 

- 

. 

Sister  visits  house  of  case  13 
regularly,  books  from  case  No  4 

Raw 

Good 

Paddling  in 

Third  immunisation  two  years  before  illness. 

and  work  received  in  house  from 
father  of  case  No.  3. 

sea,  jU-7-49 

Good  recovery,  no  disability. 

Camping  in  Devon  with  scouts 
from  30-7  to  6-8-49. 

Raw 

Good 

In  canal  be¬ 
fore  30-7-49 
No 

1 

Good  recovery,  no  noticeable  disability. 

Travelled  back  from  Scout  camp 
with  case  No.  13  on  6-8-49,  in 
same  camp. 

Raw 

Good 

Having  out-patient  treatment  three  times  per 
week  for  disability. 

Employed  at  same  works  as  case 

No.  14,  although  no  direct  con¬ 
tact  with  her. 

Pasteurised 

Good 

1 

No 

Having  out-patient  treatment  twice  per 
week  for  disability. 

Was  at  house  where  case  No.  1 1 
was  for  portion  of  day,  five  days 
before  he  was  ill. 

Pasteurised 

1 

Good 

No 

Good  recovery. 

None. 

Raw  T.T. 

Good 

:  •  !) 

No 

Immunised  three  months  before  illness.  No 

Case  No.  2  was  the  lirst  one  brought  to  our  notice  on  the  I  Ith  July, 
and  cases  then  occurred  intermittently  until  case  No.  20  was  notified 
on  the  25th  November. 

Twenty-seven  cases  were  investigated,  20  being  actual  cases,  although 
only  12  were  notified.  One  abortive  case  was  notified. 

The  enquiries,  partially  set  out  in  the  previous  table,  were  made  in 
order  to  ascertain  whether  there  was  any  connection  between  the  cases, 
and  in  the  hope  that  the  information  obtained  may  be  helpful.  The 
school  which  was  attended  by  cases  Nos.  3,  4  and  5  was  also  attended  by 
a  girl  who  was  notified  as  a  case  to  the  Borough  of  Nuneaton,  where 
her  home  was. 

Twelve  of  the  cases  had  some  connection  with  each  other,  this  may 
have  been  a  coincidence,  or  it  may  not,  it  is  impossible  to  be  definite  on 
this  point  with  our  present  knowledge. 

Notifiable  diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 

The  following  table  shows  the  diseases  occurring  during  1949,  and 
the  distribution  of  them. 


Disease 

Hinckley 

Barwell 

Burbage 

Earl 

Shilton 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 
Erysipelas 

Pneumonia 

Acute  Poliomyeltis 

Para-typhoid 

Dysentery 

Puerperal  Fever 
Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Food  Poisoning 

38  (31) 

5  (2) 

16  (21) 

8  (2) 

1  (— > 

1  (2) 

2  (— ) 
423  (267) 
93  (31) 

2  (2) 

13  (8) 

1  (2) 
(3) 

3  (— ) 
—  (2) 
—  (1) 
—  (— ) 
31  (139) 
24  (14) 
—  (— ) 

20  (ID 
( — ) 

11  (8) 
(1) 

—  (— ) 
—  (— ) 

-  (— ) 
68  (149) 
30  (II) 
—  (— ) 

16  (22) 

6  (3) 

3  (6) 

1  (— ) 

—  (— ) 
—  (— ) 

■  (— ) 

9  (186) 

4  (— ) 
(— ) 

87  (72) 
12  (7) 

30  (38) 
12  (3) 

1  (2) 

1  (2) 

2  (— ) 
531  (741) 
151  (56) 

2  (2) 

Age  Groups  and  Sex 


Age  Scarlet 

M. 

Fever 

F. 

Measles 

M.  F. 

Whooping 

M. 

Cough 

F. 

Under  1  — 

_ 

15  (9)  12  (19) 

9  (3) 

II  (2) 

3  ..  2 

(2) 

3  (2) 

38  (80)  58  (69) 

16  (7) 

15  (10) 

5  ..  7 

(7) 

8  (4) 

63  (130)  55  (1  10) 

21  (9) 

31  (9) 

„  10  ..  21 

(17) 

22  (10) 

146  (152) 134(153) 

20  (10) 

22  (5) 

„  15  6 

(3) 

9(14) 

5  (2)  3  (5) 

1  (1) 

1  (— ) 

„  25  ..  3 

(3) 

4  (6) 

(1)  —  (2) 

-  (— ) 

-  (— ) 

Over  25  ..  2 

(1) 

(2) 

(2)  —  (1) 

1  (— ) 

1  (— ) 

Unknown  — 

(4)  1  (2) 

-  (— ) 

2  (— ) 

Totals  . .  . .  41 

(34) 

46  (38) 

268  (380)  263  (361) 

68  (30) 

83 (26) 
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Age 

Poliomyelitis 

M.  F. 

Dysentery 

M.  F. 

Para-typhoid 

Fever 

M.  F. 

Under  1 
„  3 

„  5 

„  10 
„  15 

„  25 

Over  25 
Unknown 

II -1 -mI 1 

1 - 1  wo - 

-  (3) 

1 

— 

1 

Totals  .. 

4  8(1) 

(1)3 

1 

Age 

Pneumonia 

M.  F. 

Erysipelas 

M.  F. 

Puerperal  Fever 

F. 

Under  5 

1  (2) 

1  (2) 

_ 

15 

1  (6) 

3  (5) 

— 

— 

_ 

„  45 

5  (3) 

7  (1) 

2(1) 

3  (2) 

9 

„  65 

3(1!) 

4  (4) 

—  (1) 

4  (1) 

_ 

Over  65 

2  (3) 

3  (1) 

1  (1) 

2  (1) 

— 

Totals  . . 

12  (25) 

18  (13) 

3  (3) 

9  (4) 

2  (— ) 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47. 

Persons  in  Need  of  Care  and  Attention. 

One  woman  was  visited  and  found  to  be  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 
She  was  suffering  from  Cardiac  Failure,  Oedema  and  Ulceration  of 
both  legs.  After  three  visits,  she  agreed  to  go  for  treatment  voluntarily, 
but  I  was  unable  to  obtain  a  bed  for  her  in  one  of  the  hospitals  treating 
aged  persons  who  were  chronically  sick.  After  some  weeks  she  was 
admitted  to  a  general  hospital,  and  after  a  two-day  stay  she  was  removed 
to  a  hospital  for  the  chronic  sick. 

No  Orders  have  been  applied  for. 

It  is  difficult  to  anticipate  the  results  of  section  47  whilst  the  present 
shortage  of  beds  exists  for  the  aged  and  chronic  sick.  When  this  shortage 
has  been  overcome,  and  beds  can  be  obtained  when  required,  it  will,  in 
my  opinion,  be  one  of  the  most  helpful  statutes  to  alleviate  illness,  distress 
and  loneliness  of  aged  people.  It  is  rather  disconcerting  to  spend  time 
and  energy  towards  persuading  aged  people  to  accept  hospital  treatment, 
and,  when  they  have  agreed,  to  find  out  no  accommodation  is  available. 

T  ubcrculosis. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  section  62  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1925.  A  total  of  56  cases  were  added  to  the  register  during  the  year 
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— of  these  four  were  transfers  on  to  the  local  register  from  other  districts, 
two  were  restorations  of  cases  previously  struck  off  as  “cured,’  and  in 
one  case  the  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality,  1949. 


Age 

New  Cases,  1949 

Deaths, 

1 949 

Pulmonary 
M.  F. 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

U  nder 

1  year  . . 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

—  — 

5  years 

— 

— 

1  1 

— 

— 

-  - 

15  „ 

2 

— 

i  2 

— 

— 

1 

25 

i 

10 

!  3 

1 

1 

-  - 

35 

3 

7 

-  - 

1 

2 

-  - 

45  ., 

4 

4 

—  1 

1 

i 

-  - 

55  ,. 

4 

-  - 

4 

3 

—  — 

Oxer  55 

7 

— 

1 

2 

1 

1 

21 

23 

5  7 

9 

8 

1  1 

30  (21)  of  these  new  cases  occurred  in  Hinckley,  5  (2)  in  Barwell,  9(1) 
in  Earl  Shilton,  10  (6)  in  Burbage  and  2  (— )  in  Stoke  Golding. 

Conclusion. 

The  unfailing  co-operation  of  the  Health  Committee  has  once  more 
been  extended  to  me,  and  again  I  wish  to  place  on  record  my  thanks  to 
Mr.  Melson  and  his  staff. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  D.  CRUICKSHANK. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hinckley  Urban  District  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  twenty-second  Annual  Report 
upon  the  administration  of  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  Department. 

Good  progress  is  being  made  in  our  efforts  to  improve  the  standard 
of  cleanliness  and  methods  at  food  premises.  I  am  pleased  to  report 
that  the  food  traders  are  co-operating  in  this  object  and  I  hope  the  in¬ 
creasing  interest  being  taken  by  the  townspeople  in  Food  Hygiene  will 
be  maintained. 

Our  efforts  to  improve  the  conditions  under  which  people  are  housed 
in  the  older  type  of  rented  house  have  not  produced  results  to  my  satis¬ 
faction.  Everything  seems  to  favour  neglect  and  stagnation,  and  nothing 
to  encourage  repair  and  improvement.  One  block  of  six  dwelling  houses 
were  dealt  with  as  a  Clearance  area,  owing  to  their  deplorable  “worn 
out"  condition.  There  are  many  similar  blocks,  and  I  hope  to  deal  with 
them  as  promptly  as  the  Housing  Committee  can  provide  alternative 
accommodation.  The  Housing  Committee  and  the  House  Lettings 
Superintendent  have  helped  us  very  considerably  in  this  respect,  and  I 
hope  that  they  will  feel  able  to  assist  this  serious  problem  to  a  much 
further  degree. 

October  saw  the  transference  of  our  duties  regarding  dairy  farms 
and  milk  production  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  This 
major  change  in  policy,  is  in  my  opinion,  wrong,  and  I  was  sorry  to  see 
these  duties  go.  It  will  be  interesting  to  see  the  results  obtained  by 
the  new  method. 

The  performance  of  my  many  and  varied  duties  has  been  considerably 
assisted  by  the  helpful  co-operation  which  has  readily  been  extended  to 
me  by  the  Members  and  Officers  of  the  Council,  and  in  particular  by 
Dr.  W.  D.  Cruickshank,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  the  members 
of  my  staff,  and  I  wish  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  them. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  MELSON, 

28-6-50  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


1.  The  position  regarding  the  water  supply  is  the  same  as  last  year, 
e.g.,  the  quality  of  the  water  is  satisfactory,  but  the  quantity  available  is 
inadequate.  The  consumption  is  about  equal  to  the  available  supply,  a 
precarious  position  which  needs  no  elaboration  to  sec  the  awkward 
situations  which  may  arise. 

2.  Negotiations  are  still  in  progress  with  the  Leicester  Corporation,  but 
as  yet  no  definite  decision  has  been  reached. 

3.  No  samples  of  raw  water  from  any  public  supply  were  taken. 

Three  bacteriological  and  four  chemical  samples  of  treated  town 

water  were  taken.  Two  of  the  bacteriological  and  all  the  chemical  were 
satisfactory,  one  bacteriological  sample  was  reported  as  doubtful,  as  it 
did  not  reach  the  standard  usually  required  for  a  public  supply. 

4.  A  sample  of  mixed  water  from  the  Snarestone  and  Chilcote  deep 
wells  and  the  Thornton  reservoir  had  a  total  hardness  of  8.8  parts  per 
100,000.  so  there  would  appear  to  be  no  likelihood  of  Plumbo-solvent 
action  taking  place. 

5.  Six  samples  of  well  water  were  taken  for  analysis,  in  three  cases  the 
chemical  result  was  unsatisfactory  and  in  four  cases  the  bacteriological 
result  was  unsatisfactory.  Two  wells  were  closed  and  three  were  cleaned 
out. 

6.  The  towns  main  was  extended  to  the  Wykin  village,  and  at  the  end  of 
the  year  one  farm  and  one  house  had  been  connected  to  it. 

7.  Practically  all  the  people  use  the  public  water  supply.  10,828  houses 
and  37,244  people  have  a  direct  supply  inside  the  house,  270  houses  and 
1,082  people  have  a  supply  from  external  standposts  and  106  houses 
and  424  people  obtain  their  water  supply  from  wells  or  springs. 

8.  Report  of  analysis  of  sample  of  town  water  collected  on  the  25th 
April,  1949,  being  a  mixture  of  deep  well  water  from  Snarestone  and  from 
the  Thornton  reservoir. 


Chemical 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  and  Nitrites 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate 

Total  solids  dried  at  100  deg.  C. 

Appearance 

(Temporary 
Hardness  Permanent 

(Total . 

Nitrite 

Free  Chlorine 


Parts 

per  100,000 

. 0 

.  0.0050 

. 1.6 

Trace 

at  80  deg.  F.  in  4  hours  0.061 

. 14 

Bright,  few  small  particles 
.  .  .  .  .  .  2.0 

. 6.8 

. 8.8 

Absent 

Absent 
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Bacteriological 

Number  of  colonlies  capable  of  growth  on  Agar-Agar  in  2 

days  at  37  deg.  C.  per  c.c.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 

Number  of  colonies  capable  of  growth  on  repibel  Agar  in  2 

days  at  37  deg.  C.  per  c.c.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  () 

Number  of  colonies  capable  of  growth  on  Agar-Agar  in  4 

days  at  20  deg.  C.  per  c.c.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  45 

Presumptive  B.  Coli  in  100  c.c.  .  .  Absent 


Remarks 

These  results  show  that  this  water  is  of  good  quality,  and  suitable 
for  use  for  drinking  purposes. 

(Signed)  BOSTOC'K  HILL  &  RIGBY, 
Public  Analysts. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

9.  Sewerage. 

Portions  of  the  Lash  Hill  estate,  situate  between  Hinckley  and 
Burbage  were  sewered  to  provide  for  the  housing  development  taking 
place  thereon. 

Complaints  were  received  during  the  year  of  the  nuisance  which 
was  caused  by  the  backing  up  of  sewage  from  overcharged  sewers  during 
times  of  fairly  heavy  rainfall.  The  Council  have  given  instructions  for 
schemes  to  be  prepared  to  abate  these  nuisances,  but  owing  to  the  many 
places  where  backing  up  takes  place,  their  preparation  and  completion 
will  take  some  time.  The  conditions  require  urgent  attention  and  I  hope 
that  I  shall  be  able  to  report  that  the  works  of  sewerage  are  completed  or 
well  on  the  way  towards  completion  in  my  next  report. 

10.  The  Council  have  a  contract  with  a  private  firm  for  the  emptying 
of  street-gullies  by  a  vacuum  gulley  emptier.  They  have  now  decided 
to  purchase  a  machine  and  do  the  work  by  direct  labour. 

1 1 .  Sewage  Disposal 

An  inquiry  was  held  regarding  the  extension  of  the  Sketchley  disposal 
works  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £62,000.  Ultimately  the  Council  were 
informed  their  scheme  was  approved,  but  the  extensions  should  be  pro¬ 
ceeded  with  by  a  two-stage  development. 

1 2.  Cesspools 

Two  were  constructed  during  the  year,  which  makes  the  total  125 
in  the  district. 

13.  Sanitary  Accommodation 

Ninety-eight  per  cent,  of  the  houses  have  sanitary  accommodation 
on  the  water  carriage  system,  there  being  4  privies,  225  pail  closets  and 
10,325  water  closets.  Three  pail  closets  were  converted  to  the  water 
carriage  system  during  the  year. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

14.  House  refuse  is  collected  by  direct  labour  under  the  control  of 
the  Surveyor. 

Four  Karrier  Bantam  and  four  horse-drawn  carts  are  used  for  its 
collection,  it  is  then  disposed  of  at  the  tip  on  the  Skctchley  sewage  dis¬ 
posal  works  site.  The  Sketchley  land  is  now  full  and  house  refuse  for 
the  town  will  be  disposed  of  on  land  at  Heath  Lane,  Earl  Shilton.  The 
Refuse  Superintendent  and  one  of  the  men  who  works  on  the  tip  have 
had  a  period  of  tuition  at  Bradford  which  should  result  in  the  tip  being 
operated  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  Two  new  mechanical  vehicles  are 
on  order  to  replace  the  four  horse  drawn  vehicles. 

Refuse  is  collected  approximately  every  nine  days. 

15.  Dust-bins 

The  whole  of  the  house  refuse  is  stored  in  bins  there  being  no  fixed 
ashpits  in  the  area. 

Like  most  other  authorities,  we  have  had  difficulty  in  getting  defective 
dust-bins  replaced.  It  has  been  the  practice  to  call  upon  the  owners  to 
provide  dust-bins  and  despite  the  conflicting  legal  decisions  the  Council 
instructed  me  to  continue  this  procedure.  160  dust-bins  were  provided 
following  informal  action. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

16.  The  number  of  recorded  complaints  was  417  and  the  total  number 
of  defects  or  nuisances  discovered  was  2,082,  both  totals  being  higher 
than  last  year's  figures.  The  nuisances  discovered  figure  of  2,802  in¬ 
cludes  the  793  defects  which  were  found  when  inspecting  food  premises 


under  our  Code  of  Practice. 

17.  Number  of  Inspections 

Inspections 

Revisits 

Animal  Keeping 

120 

79 

Bakehouses 

19 

50 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds 

127 

183 

Drainage  Works 

99 

71 

Dwelling  Houses  (all  purposes) 

889 

1,025 

Food  Premises 

551 

322 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 

.  1,449 

814 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

257 

307 

Rents  Acts,  Queries  or  Investigations 

56 

— 

Schools 

12 

22 

Shops 

77 

32 

Slaughter  Houses  and  Meat  and  Food  Inspecti 

on  729 

122 

Smoke  Abatement 

25 

57 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

23 

15 

Verminous  Premises  and  Persons 

103 

35 

Water  Supply 

19 

1 

Factories  Act 

35 

39 

Other  Inspections 

246 

73 

4,836 

3,247 

Grand  Total 

.  8,083 
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IS.  NOTICES 

Preliminary 


Outstanding  on  1st  January 
Issued  during  year 
Complied  with  during  year 
Statutory  action  necessary 
Outstanding  31st  December 

19.  Statutory 

Outstanding  on  1st  January 
Issued  during  year 
Complied  with  during  year 
Outstanding  31st  December 


Housing  Public  Health 


29  17 

150  141 

127  136 

4  20 

5"’  22 

2  4 

4  20 

4  16 

2  8 


Summary  Action 

20.  Two  summonses  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  and  one  under 
the  Byelaws  made  under  Section  6  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  were  taken 
against  the  agent  for  one  house  requiring  the  abatement  of  nuisances  or 
defects  and  one  summons  was  taken  under  Regulation  26  of  the  Milk 
and  Dairies  Regulations  1949  regarding  a  dirty  milk  bottle. 

21.  (a)  Public  Health  Act  and  Housing  Act  Byelaws 

On  the  26th  August,  1948,  a  complaint  was  received  from  the  County 
Council  Health  Visitor  of  the  unsatisfactory  housing  conditions  under 
which  a  family  were  living.  The  house  was  of  a  very  low  standard  and 
had  been  scheduled  for  treatment  under  the  Housing  Act.  The  agent  was 
asked  to  perform  ameliorative  repaias  to  abate  the  most  serious  nuisances 
and  defects.  After  many  visits,  much  correspondence  and  the  service  of 
Statutory  notices,  information  was  laid  for  Court  proceedings  on  the  1 1th 
May,  1949.  The  Magistrates  inflicted  a  penalty  of  £1  and  a  daily  penalty 
of  5/-  on  two  of  the  summonses,  and  £2  penalty  on  the  Section  94  summons 
with  an  Order  that  the  nuisance  should  be  abated  in  one  month. 

The  Nuisance  Order  was  not  complied  with  and  the  Magistrates 
inflicted  a  fine  of  £3  and  fixed  a  daily  penalty  of  £1  per  day  if  the  nuisance 
was  not  abated  within  14  days.  On  the  30th  August  1949  the  repair 
work  had  almost  all  been  completed.  Although  this  case,  is,  I  am  pleased 
to  say,  very  unusual,  it  can  be  seen  it  is  still  a  very  slow  process  getting 
serious  nuisances  abated  and  the  interviews  and  correspondence  to  achieve 
this  result  have  increased  considerably. 

22.  (b)  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 

A  bottle  of  milk  was  sold  to  a  customer  containing  puparia  which 
looked  like  brown  hay  seeds  attached  to  the  interior  of  the  bottle.  The 
customer  brought  the  bottle  of  milk  back  to  me  and  I  identified  them  as 
the  puparia  of  the  Drosophila  busekii  or  Drosophila  funebris,  commonly 
known  as  the  Vinegar  Fly.  The  puparia  were  easily  visible  and  should 
have  been  detected  before  final  deliveiy  had  been  made  to  a  customei . 
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Representatives  of  the  dairy  concerned  appeared  before  the  Com¬ 
mittee  to  state  their  case,  but  it  was  decided  to  proceed  under  the  Regu¬ 
lations  and  a  penalty  of  £10  with  15/-  costs  was  imposed,  this  being  a 
third  offence. 

The  fly  lays  its  eggs  in  rotten  or  fermenting  fruit,  minced  meat,  sour 
milk,  etc.,  and  in  three  days  the  larvae  hatch  out,  after  a  few  days  these 
pupate  on  the  ground  or,  if  they  are  in  a  vessel,  they  readily  pupate  on 
the  sides  of  it  and  they  become  firmly  attached  owing  to  a  natural  cement 
which  is  exuded  from  the  puparia.  In  empty  bottles  they  are  rather 
difficult  to  see. 

The  fly  and  the  puparia  trouble  can  be  defeated  quite  easily  if  every 
customer  will  rinse  out  and  return  all  milk  bottles  for  collection  promptly 
after  the  milk  has  been  used,  and  to  a  lesser  degree,  for  the  dairymen  to 
pick  up  all  empty  bottles  and  for  them  to  be  washed  and  sterilised  within 
twenty-four  hours  of  being  returned  to  the  dairy. 

SHOPS  ACT 

23.  110  inspections  were  made  at  58  premises.  34  contraventions 

were  found,  14  being  abated  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Action  taken  under  S.  10  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934 


Outstanding 
from  pre¬ 
vious  year 

Defects 

found 

Defects 

remedied 

Outstanding 
31st  Dec. 

Sanitary  conveniences  1 

18 

7 

i  1 

Temperature  . .  . .  — 

1 

1 

— 

Ventilation  ..  — 

1 

— 

1 

Washing  facilities  . .  I 

6 

4 

1 

Total .  2 

26 

12 

14 

24.  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

38  inspections  were  made  relating  to  15  vans  or  sheds. 

3  new  applications  for  licences  were  received  during  the  year,  2  were 
granted  and  one  application  was  not  proceeded  with  by  the  applicant. 

1  licence  was  not  renewed. 

1  van  is  in  use  and  the  licence  will  be  granted  when  the  drainage 
has  been  made  satisfactory. 

In  all  cases  the  licences  are  granted  for  a  period  expiring  on  the  31st 
December  of  each  year  and  subject  to  the  sanitary  conditions  being 
adequate  and  maintained  in  that  condition. 

25.  REGULATED  BUILDINGS 

(a)  There  is  no  Common  Lodging  House  in  the  district. 

(b)  Canal  Boats,  none  were  inspected.  Very  few  boats  now  use  the  canal. 
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(c)  There  were  two  offensive  trades  carried  on,  both  tripe  dressers. 
12  inspections  were  made  and  2  contraventions  were  abated.  One  of 
these  premises  closed  down  on  the  I Oth  September. 

ANIMAL  KEEPING 

26.  Records  are  now  available  for  119  piggeries  and  147  inspections 
were  made  relating  to  the  sanitary  conditions. 

During  the  year  43  new  piggeries  were  constructed  and  1  unsuitable 
piggery  was  closed.  Generally  the  conditions  were  satisfactory  and  in 
very  few  cases  was  it  necessary  for  the  occupiers  attention  to  be  drawn  to 
the  need  for  greater  cleanliness  or  the  prompt  disposal  of  manure. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

27.  28  observations  were  made  on  the  chimney  stacks  in  connection 
with  17  premises  and  82  inspections  were  made.  9  nuisances  occurred, 
5  being  abated  at  the  end  of  the  year,  8  nuisances  were  abated  following 
action  commenced  in  1948. 

The  nuisances  were  abated  by  the  following  action  : — 

One  new  boiler  and  automatic  stoker  installed. 

Two  by  repairs  to  the  boiler. 

Five  by  care  in  stoking. 

One  by  bagging  and  tipping  transfers  (very  light  flimsy  pieces  of 
paper). 

One  automatic  under-feed  stoker  installed. 

One  by  repairs  to  the  chimney  stack. 

Two  by  changing  the  fuel  from  coal  to  a  mixture  of  coal  and  coke. 
New  boilers  have  been  ordered  by  three  factory  occupiers,  in  two  cases 
delivery  should  be  received  during  next  year.  One  of  these  factories  is 
in  a  congested  part  of  the  town  and  the  smoke  nuisance  when  it  does 
occur  is  very  serious.  The  owner  intends  to  have  an  automatic  underfeed 
stoker  fitted  to  the  boiler  which  should  ensure  the  full  abatement  of  any 
nuisance  from  this  factory. 

ERADICATION  OF  VERMIN 

28.  Disinfestation  was  performed  at  four  houses  where  bed  bugs  were 
present. 

VERMINOUS  PERSONS 

29.  39  inspections  were  made,  18  relating  to  Scabies  and  19  to  other 
verminous  conditions. 

The  number  of  verminous  premises  and  persons  is  remarkably  few. 
It  is  difficult  to  find  specific  reasons  for  this,  but  I  think  a  factor  of  im¬ 
portance  is  the  efficiency  of  the  powders  such  as  Gammexane,  D.D.T., 
etc.,  which  are  used  by  many  householders. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  50 

30.  One  person  aged  81  was  buried  under  the  provisions  of  Section  50 
at  a  cost  of  £19  I  Os.  Od. 

The  Health  and  Sanitary  Committee  instructed  me  to  prepare  a 
specification  to  get  tenders  for  the  purposes  of  Section  50. 
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SCHOOLS 

31.  The  sanitary  accommodation  at  the  school  referred  to  in  last  year  s 
report  was  made  satisfactory  during  the  early  part  of  the  year. 

I  have  had  interviews  and  much  correspondence  with  the  School 
Managers  and  the  Director  of  Education  regarding  the  inadequate 
sanitary  accommodation,  drainage  system  and  washing  facilities  at  one 
school.  The  stage  was  reached  when  it  was  decided  the  work  should  be 
done  and  then  the  contemplated  cut  in  expenditure  relating  to  schools 
came  along.  At  present  it  has  not  been  decided  whether  the  proposals 
are  affected  and  the  unsatisfactory  conditions  still  exist. 

SWIMMING  BATH 

32.  Two  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  exam¬ 
ination  on  the  1st  March  and  the  9th  August.  In  both  cases  the  analyst 
reported  the  waters  were  sterile  and  the  Free  Chlorine  content  was  0.4 
and  0.3  parts  per  million  respectively. 

HOUSING 

33.  A.  New  Houses 

Houses  constructed  and  completed  during  the  year  : — 


Permanent  type — 

By  local  authority  .  .  •  •  •  •  84 

By  private  enterprise  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  90 

Houses  in  course  of  erection  at  the  end  of  year — 

By  local  authority  .  .  .  .  166 

By  private  enterprise  .  .  .  .  .  .  13 

Total  number  of  Post-war  Houses  completed — 

By  local  authority  .  .  .  .  .  .  568 

By  private  enterprise  .  .  .  .  220 

Council  owned  houses  in  the  Urban  District  2,171 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  the  end 

of  the  year  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  •  .  1,039 


Number  of  applications  made  for  Council  houses  during 

vear  .  .  .  .  400 


Number  of  families  re-housed  since  the  termination  of 
hostilities — 

(a)  in  new  houses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  569 

(b)  in  vacancies  which  have  arisen  .  .  123 

34.  B.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year 

( 1 )  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  317 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  thepurpose  .  .  896 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  Sub-head 

(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925  and  1932  6 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  .  24 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 
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(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 
under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  res¬ 
pects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  311 

C  .  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  261 
36  of  these  from  action  commenced  in  1948. 

D.  Action  under  Statutory  powers  during  the  year 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 


(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  .  .  4 

Housing  Act,  S.  6  Bye-laws. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices — 

(a)  by  owners  .  .  . .  2 

and  I  from  action  commenced  in  1948. 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .  .  Nil 

(b)  Proceeding  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  20 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices — 

(a)  by  owners  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  11 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .  .  2 


(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  o  f  the  Housing  Act,  1936 — 


( 1 )  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demo¬ 
lition  Orders  were  made  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

( 1 )  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  .  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 

the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  Nil 


35.  CLEARANCE  ORDERS 

Area  No.  45,  Stoekwell  Head  and  Dares  Yard  Clearance  Order 

Six  houses  in  Stoekwell  Head  and  Dares  Yard  were  in  such  a  de¬ 
plorable  "worn  out”  condition  that  the  only  effective  way  to  deal  with 
them  was  by  Clearance  Area  procedure.  No  objection  was  received 
against  the  Order  and  it  was  confirmed  on  the  17th  November,  1949  bv 
the  Hinckley  (Dares  Yard)  Housing  Confirmation  Order,  1949. 

There  are  21  persons  to  be  re-housed. 
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36. 


DEMOLITION  OF  HOUSES 


Three  houses  were  demolished  following  the  making  of  two  Demo¬ 
lition  Orders  in  1948  and  one  in  1941. 

37.  E.  Housing  Act,  1936— Part  IV — Overcrowding— 

(a)  ( 1 )  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of  year.  .  20 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  33 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  160 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

year  .  .  .  .  •  ■  •  •  • •  • • 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

year  . .  . .  . .  •  •  •  •  •  •  • •  8 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  . .  63 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses  have 
again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority 

have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  .  .  Nil 

38.  DEFENCE  GENERAL  REGULATIONS  56a,  1939 

Licences  have  been  granted  allowing  the  temporary  use  of  five  con¬ 
demned  houses,  one  new  licence  being  granted  during  the  year. 

39.  RENT  AND  MORTGAGE  INTEREST  RESTRICTIONS 

ACT,  1939 

Twenty-eight  enquiries  were  made  during  the  year,  six  relating  to 
furnished  and  twenty-two  to  unfurnished  houses  or  accommodation. 

Twenty-four  of  the  enquiries  related  to  notices  to  quit,  possession 
of  tenanted  houses  or  rooms  and  four  relating  to  increases  or  decreases 
of  rent. 


40.  FURNISHED  HOUSES  (RENT  CONTROL)  ACT,  1946 
AND  LANDLORD  AND  TENANT  (RENT  CONTROL) 

ACT,  1949 

Four  cases  were  referred  to  the  Rent  Tribunal  by  sub-tenants,  the 
rent  being  reduced  in  two  cases — 

(a)  from  £1  5s.  Od.  to  17/6d.  per  week,  and 

(b)  from  £1  2s.  6d.  to  £1  Is.  Od.  per  week. 

One  rent  was  allowed  to  remain  at  12/-,  and  one  complainant 
withdrew  his  case  before  the  date  of  the  hearing,  as  he  had  been  granted 
the  tenancy  of  a  Council  house. 

One  application  was  made  under  the  1949  Act  for  the  fixing  of  a 
reasonable  rent.  The  Tribunal  fixed  it  at  £2  Os.  Od.  per  week,  a  re¬ 
duction  of  10/-  from  the  rent  at  the  time  of  the  hearing. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

41.  Milk  Supply 

Cowkeepers 

No.  on  register  .  .  79 

No.  of  inspections  .  .  225 

Dairymen  or  Purveyors  of  Milk  (other  than  cowkeepers) 

No.  on  register  .  .  .  .  66 

No.  of  inspections  .  .  53 

Total  Contraventions  : 


Outstanding 
from  pre¬ 
vious  year 

Found 

during 

year 

Remedied 

during 

year 

Outstanding 
on  30  th 
Sept.,  1949 

Cleansing 

63 

70 

78 

55 

Structural  alterations 

IS 

12 

1  1 

19 

Utensils 

14 

S 

12 

10 

Other  . 

9 

6 

7 

1 

Totals  . . 

97 

96 

108 

85 

42.  Dairies  other  than  dairy  farms  and  Distributors,  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations,  1949. 


Number  of  Contraventions 

Number 
on  Register 

Number 
of  1  inspections 

Found 

Outstanding 
Remedied  31.12.49 

12 

32 

25 

2  '  23 

43.  Distributors  of  Milk 

There  are  25  on  the  register. 


44.  Supervision  of  the  Production  of  Milk 

On  the  1st  October,  the  administration  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations,  1949,  relating  to  milk  production  was  transferred  to  the 
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Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  I  he  Regulations  give  the  Ministiy 
more  power  than  local  authorities  had  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Older, 
1926.  Furthermore  they  are  commencing  with  a  flying  start,  where  local 
authorities  left  off,  and  they  should  obtain  a  spectacular  improvement 
in  the  quality  of  the  milk  supply.  Time  will  show  whether  the  solid 
hard  work  that  has  been  put  in  by  this  authority  and  many  others,  will 
be  used  as  the  base  for  further  advancement  or  allowed  to  he  frittered 
away  and  wasted. 

In  our  work  under  the  Order  we  concentrated  on  the  non-designated 
milk  producers  and  especially  on  those  who  either  had  no  idea  of  cleanli¬ 
ness  or  the  proper  routine  to  produce  clean  milk,  or  who  did  not  want  to 
do  the  work  necessary  to  obtain  these  conditions.  When  we  had  ob¬ 
tained  improvement  and  maybe  persuaded  them  to  go  in  loi  designated 
milk  production,  we  eased  from  them  to  other  producers.  By  this 
method  a  general  improvement  was  obtained  and  whilst  not  every  pro¬ 
ducer  reached  a  desirable  standard,  there  were  very  few  producers  whose 
methods,  buildings,  and  the  milk  produced  thereby,  were  consistently 
below  standard. 

I  understand  that  the  Ministry's  advisory  staff  have  ceased  to  make 
routine  visits  to  producers  of  unde  situated  milk ,  except  where  the  producer 
voluntarily  seeks  their  advice.  This  is  an  astounding  change,  as  one  of 
the  “Measures  to  Improve  the  Quality  of  the  Nation  s  Milk  Supply. 
Unless  drastic  pressure  is  brought  upon  some  of  the  producers  in  other 
wavs,  i.e.,  economic,  I  cannot  visualise  them  applying  for  advice  or  visits 
to  their  premises. 

The  memorandum  produced  in  1943,  "Measures  to  Improve  the 
Quality  of  the  Nation's  Milk  Supply,”  created  the  inference  that  local 
authorities  had  faiied  in  their  milk  administration  and  stated,  "The 
Government,  after  very  careful  consideration,  have  reached  the  con¬ 
clusion  that  no  substantial  general  improvement  can  be  anticipated  so 
long  as  the  existing  system  with  its  multiplicity  of  responsible  authorities 
is  maintained." 

Since  1927,  when  1  commenced  my  duties,  the  whole  of  the  cowsheds 
and  farm  dairies  have  been  adapted  or  reconstructed.  Not  all  of  them 
to  a  standard  as  high  as  1  should  like,  but  the  standard  attained  was  the 
best  that  was  obtainable  under  the  ambiguous  provisions  of  the  1926 
Order.  The  information  set  out  below  of  the  inspections  made  and 
results  of  samples  of  milk  taken  will  give  an  indication  how  our  admin¬ 
istration  was  performed.  It  will  be  interesting  to  see  similar  information 
for  the  next  decade  under  the  new  set-up. 
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Year 

No.  of 
Covvkecpers 

No.  of  dairy 
farm 

inspections 

Milk  Samples 

No.  taken 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

1927 

25 

48 

41 

16 

25 

1928 

18 

69 

47 

36 

1 1 

1929 

17 

54 

66 

49 

17 

1930 

15 

52 

36 

28 

8 

1931 

15 

50 

67 

45 

77 

1932 

16 

50 

51 

37 

14 

1933 

16 

25 

43 

34 

9 

1934 

16 

34 

69 

52 

17 

1935 

15 

50 

26 

22 

4 

*  1936 

74 

137 

15 

14 

1 

1937 

78 

264 

1  14 

87 

27 

1938 

73 

227 

36 

29 

7 

1939 

80 

412 

97 

90 

7 

1940 

75 

274 

108 

98 

10 

1941 

75 

242 

167 

134 

33 

1942 

73 

304 

151 

123 

28 

1943 

71 

444 

225 

196 

29 

1944 

71 

250 

116 

109 

7 

1945 

76 

398 

1  13 

99 

14 

1946 

78 

225 

75 

72 

3 

1947 

77 

256 

65 

63 

2 

1948 

72 

278 

83 

75 

8 

1949 

79 

225 

49 

43 

6 

to  Sept. 

30th 

Total 

1217 

4368 

1860 

1551 

309 

Average 

per  year 

52.8 

189.9 

80.8 

67.4 

13.4 

*Note  difference  when  district  extended  under  the  Local  Government  Act  in  1936 

45.  Milk  Samples 


No.  of 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Designation 

Samples 

M.B. 

B.  Coli 

M.B.  B.  Coli 

Tuberculin  Tested 

1  1 

10 

10 

1  1 

Non-Designated 

30 

26 

28 

4  2 

Designation 

No.  of  Samples 

Satisf 

actory 

Phosphatase 

Deferred  M.B. 

Pasteurised 

8 

8 

8 
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Miscellaneous  Samples 

One  informal  sample  of  heat  treated  milk  was  taken  for  chemical 
examination,  the  fat  content  being  3.5  and  the  non-fatty  solids  being  8.4. 


50 

44 

6 


Total  Number  of  samples 

Total  number  of  satisfactory  samples 

Total  number  of  unsatisfactory  samples 


46.  Biological  Samples 

Eighty-six  samples  were  taken  for  submission  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Groby  Road,  Leicester,  which  is  under  the  control  of  the 
Medical  Research  Council. 

The  samples  were  almost  all  taken  from  the  farms. 

Eighty-one  samples  were  reported  as  negative. 

Four  samples  were  not  reported  upon  owing  to  mishaps  occurring 
at  the  laboratory. 

One  sample  was  positive.  The  herd  was  examined  and  the  infected 
cow  removed  for  slaughter.  The  post-mortem  examination  revealed 
tuberculosis  of  the  udder,  lungs  and  liver. 

47.  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1936  to  1948 

The  following  licences  were  granted  : — 

One  to  bottle  Tuberculin  Tested  milk. 

Four  to  dealers  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk. 

One  to  Pasteurise  milk. 

Two  to  dealers  of  Pasteurised  milk,  and 

One  supplementary  licence  to  sell  Pasteurised  milk. 

48.  The  Pasteurising  plant  has  maintained  its  efficiency  and  all  samples 
of  milk  taken  from  the  dairy  were  satisfactory.  The  plant  is  an  A.P.V. 
Heat  Unit  Exchange  of  the  Holder  type.  The  dairy  will  be  further 
improved  by  the  provision  of  more  readily  available  washing  facilities 
in  the  near  future. 

49.  ICE-CREAM 

(a)  Registered  Premises 

(i)  For  manufacture  and  retail  11 

(ii)  For  manufacturing  only  .  .  . .  Nil 

(iii)  For  retail  sale  ..  ..  ..  ..  12 

One  person  whose  premises  were  registered  for  manufacturing 

ice-cream  voluntarily  undertook  to  stop  manufacturing  ice-cream  until 
he  had  obtained  new  plant  and  improved  the  structural  condition  of 
the  premises. 

119  inspections  were  made,  13  contraventions  were  found  and  14 
contraventions  were  abated,  10  of  these  being  from  contraventions  dis¬ 
covered  in  1948. 

In  view  of  the  requirements  of  the  Regulations,  a  number  of  small 
manufacturers  have  stopped  manufacturing,  and  now  sell  pre-packed 
ice-cream. 
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In  general,  the  ice-cream  traders  are  endeavouring  to  maintain  a 
high  standard  regarding  their  premises  and  their  product. 

Our  Code  of  Practice  calls  for  each  person  selling  ice-cream  to  have 
an  indicating  thermometer  so  placed  that  the  temperature  of  the  ice¬ 
cream  in  the  conservator  can  be  readily  ascertained  to  ensure  that  article 
4  of  the  regulations  is  complied  with.  (No  ice-cream  shall  be  sold  if  it 
exceeds  28  deg.  Fah.  since  it  was  frozen).  A  small  circular  dial  thermo¬ 
meter  can  be  obtained  very  cheaply  and  it  can  be  easily  attached  to  the 
inner  side  of  the  opening  lid  of  the  conservator  and  the  temperature 
readily  seen.  Despite  this,  one  of  the  larger  manufacturing  companys 
representative  suggested  it  was  unnecessary  as  the  temperature  could 
more  easily  be  ascertained  by  plunging  the  hand  in  the  conservator  and 
squeezing  the  wrapped  ice-cream.  Indicating  thermometers  were  called 
for  in  19  cases,  and  13  had  been  provided  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


(b)  Ice-Cream  Samples 

Fifty-four  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and  the  grading 
and  percentages  are  set  out  together  with  the  1947  and  1948  results  for 
comparative  purposes.  Eleven  of  the  samples  were  taken  for  chemical 
analysis  in  response  to  circular  MF  3/49  of  the  Ministry  of  Food. 


Total  No. 
of  Samples 

Grade 

No.  of 
Samples 

Percentage 

1949 

43 

1 

18 

41.86 

II 

18 

41  .86 

111 

3 

7.00 

IV 

4 

9.30 

1948 

49 

1 

9 

18.36 

II 

13 

26.53 

III 

15 

30.61 

IV 

12 

24.44 

1947 

25 

I 

3 

12.0 

11 

3 

12.0 

III 

8 

32.0 

IV 

1  1 

44.0 

These  results  show  a  considerable  improvement  and  give  some 
indication  of  the  greater  attention  which  has  been  paid  towards  the 
production  of  clean  ice-cream. 

Two  of  the  eleven  samples  had  a  fat  content  of  less  than  2.  per  cent. 
These  samples  were  the  result  of  incorrect  mixing  rather  than  of  the 
intention  to  obtain  the  largest  possible  quantity  of  ice-cream  from  a 
given  allocation  of  ice-cream  manufacturing  materials.  In  both  cases 
The  fats  had  been  used  too  generously  at  the  beginning  of  the  allocation 
period. 
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50.  MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 

(a)  There  is  one  regional  slaughterhouse  in  the  Urban  District.  It  was 
formerly  a  private  slaughterhouse,  and  although  additional  lairage  accom¬ 
modation  and  hanging  accommodation  has  been  provided  it  is  not  large 
enough.  Meat  inspection  is  done  under  difficulties  when  17  or  more 
beast  carcases  are  hanging  in  the  cooling  room,  the  light  and  space 


being  inadequate. 

No.  of  animals  slaughtered  therein  8,282 

No.  of  animals  examined  therein  8,282 

No.  of  animals  slaughtered  elsewhere  1,037 

(cottagers'  pigs) 

No.  of  animals  examined  elsewhere  ..  604 

(cottagers'  pigs) 


No.  of  inspections  of  meat  at  time  of  slaughter  719 

Ante-mortem  Inspection 

This  is  performed  as  far  as  it  is  possible  to  do  so. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

exclud¬ 

ing 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

No.  killed  (if  known) 

1063 

552 

1059 

5458 

150 

8282 

No.  inspected  . . 

1063 

552 

1059 

5458 

150 

8282 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

3 

7 

22 

16 

2 

Weight 
in  lbs. 
7499 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  or¬ 
gan  was  con¬ 
demned 

424 

321 

24 

1458 

75 

17257 

Percentage  of  num¬ 
ber  inspected  aff¬ 
ected  with  disease 
other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis 

40.16 

59.42 

4.34 

27 

52.66 

24756 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

20 

6 

_ 

5 

15131 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  or¬ 
gan  was  con¬ 
demned 

165 

216 

19 

14739 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  Tu- 
bercolosis 

15.68 

42.75 

.56 

16 

29870 
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(h)  Meat  Inspection 

The  total  weight  of  meat  condemned,  surrendered  and  disposed  of 
for  purposes  other  than  human  consumption  was  24  tons  7  cwts.  82  lbs., 
as  compared  with  24  tons  1  cwt.  102  lbs.,  last  year. 

Three  calves  had  congenital  tuberculosis  and  information  was  sent 
to  the  Divisional  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 
In  two  instances  the  herds  were  declared  to  be  healthy  and  milk  samples 
from  the  dams  concerned  were  found  to  be  negative  for  tuberculosis. 
In  the  third  case  the  herd  was  examined  and  the  cows  were  declared  to 
be  healthy,  but  it  was  ascertained  that  the  dam  of  the  affected  calf  was 
disposed  of  last  Autumn  for  slaughter. 

No  further  progress  has  been  made  towards  identifying  "bobby” 
calves  to  which  1  referred  in  my  last  year's  report. 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

Since  1948,  we  have  been  following  the  inspection  procedure  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  in  their  circular  MF  5/48.  During 
1949  one  carcase  was  refrigerated  for  21  days  at  a  temperature  of  20  deg. 
Fah.,  and  four  other  cases  were  discovered.  Four  sections  of  muscle 
from  four  bovines  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for 
examination  and  in  only  one  case  was  the  Cysticercus  of  T.  Saginata 
present. 

Transport  of  Meat 

The  attention  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  Transport  Division  was 
drawn  to  the  unsatisfactory  manner  in  which  meat  was  being  transported 
from  the  central  slaughterhouse  to  the  butchers’  shops.  The  County 
Transport  Manager  assured  me  he  would  give  the  matter  his  prompt 
attention  and  considerable  improvement  was  effected.  The  standard 
has  tended  to  be  variable  since,  depending  to  some  degree  upon  the 
attitude  of  the  van  drivers.  All  carcase  meat  should  be  hung  during 
transportation  and  adequate  provision  should  be  made  for  carrying  the 
heads  and  offal  in  suitable  trays  or  wire  baskets.  The  interior  of  the 
vehicle  should  be  constructed  to  facilitate  speedy  and  thorough  cleansing. 
To  prevent  the  soiling  of  the  meat,  a  small  set  of  pulley  blocks  should  be 
fixed  to  the  van  for  loading  purposes.  Unless  the  transport  of  meat 
can  be  performed  in  a  much  more  efficient  way  than  at  present,  it  is  futile 
to  anticipate  all  slaughtering  taking  place  in  large  central  abattoirs. 

Transport  of  Bacon 

I  took  up  with  a  large  firm  of  bacon  curers  the  condition  of  some 
bacon  delivered  by  a  carrier  on  their  behalf  to  a  tradesman  in  our  district. 
The  bacon  was  delivered  in  a  sack  which  had  formerly  been  used  to  con¬ 
tain  crushed  soda  crystals,  and  it  was  covered  with  dirt  and  hair  from  the 
sack.  The  bacon  curers  sent  a  proper  bacon  bale,  which  they  stated  was 
designed  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  to  pack  four  sides  of  bacon  in.  The 
bale"  may  be  satisfactory  under  those  circumstances,  but  in  my  opinion 
it  is  not  satisfactory  for  small  portions.  Bacon  should  be  transported 
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in  the  same  way  as  meat,  and  if  in  small  portions  it  should  be  adequately 
wrapped  in  parchment  paper  to  prevent  contamination. 

I  understand  the  large  bacon  curers  either  act  on  behalf  or  under 
the  control  of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  and  I  submit  an  investigation  of  the 
distribution  of  bacon  to  prevent  its  contamination  would  bea  practical  way 
of  assisting  the  food  hygiene  campaign,  and  a  demonstration  that  the 
Ministry  mean  to  set  an  example  in  complying  with  their  own  recently 
formulated  Model  By-laws. 

(c)  Other  Foods 

The  following  unsound  food  was  condemned  and  suitably  disposed 
of.  The  pulses  and  bread  were  released  for  sale  for  animal  feeding 
purposes. 

1,276  tins  of  various  foodstuffs. 

165  lbs.  of  corned  beef. 

160  lbs.  of  beef. 

1  lb.  13  oz.  of  pork  brawn. 

32l  stone  of  fish. 

53^  dozen  jars  of  pickles. 

3  ton  1  cwt.  98i  lbs.  of  various  pulses. 

39|  lbs.  of  bacon. 

2  lbs.  of  chocolate. 

32  eggs. 

12  lbs.  of  sausages. 

60  lbs.  of  imported  rabbits. 

30  stone  of  bread. 

15  cwt.  of  potatoes,  and 

33  lbs.  of  bananas. 

51.  Slaughterhouses 

The  position  remained  unchanged  throughout  the  year.  There  are 
twelve  licensed  slaughterhouses.  One  is  used  as  the  central  slaughter¬ 
house  and  eight  of  the  other  are  used  occasionally  for  the  slaughter  of 
cottagers’  pigs.  Three  are  being  used  temporarily  as  meat  preparing 
rooms.  No  information  seems  to  be  available  upon  the  policy  of  the 
Ministries  of  Food  or  Health  relating  to  slaughtering  establishments  in 
the  future.  The  time  appears  to  be  coming  when  the  present  system  may 
finish  and  as  this  question  has  been  constantly  under  review  by  various 
Ministries  and  special  Committees,  1  assume  local  authorities  should 
receive  some  indication  of  this  policy  before  the  present  system  finishes,  to 
enable  suitable  alternative  facilities  to  be  made. 

In  my  opinion,  our  district  should  either  have  an  abattoir  under 
the  control  of  the  Council,  or  the  private  slaughterhouses  which  can  be 
brought  to  a  proper  standard  should  be  allowed  to  be  used.  In  view  of 
the  present  economic  position  the  latter  appears  the  more  practicable 
solution.  There  are  many  advantages  for  either  method.  The  present 
system  has  provided  experience  of  centralised  slaughter,  and  after  recog¬ 
nising  the  difficulties  associated  with  hurried  adaptations,  etc.,  there  are 
many  features  of  the  system,  e.g.,  the  transport,  handling  and  slaughter- 
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ing  of  the  stock  and  transport  of  the  meat  which  are  not  as  satisfactory 
by  far,  as  those  existing  under  private  slaughtering  here  before  the  war. 
On  the  other  hand,  meat  inspection  at  one  centre  is  considerably  facilitated. 


52.  Knacker  Yard 

Nine  inspections  were  made  in  connection  with  the  one  Knacker's 
Yard.  Conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory,  and  the  undertaking 
which  the  occupier  gave  to  cook  all  meat  before  leaving  the  premises 
has  been  kept  with  one  exception,  which  the  Committee  agreed  to. 


53.  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  inspections  at  various  food 
premises  and  the  resultant  action. 

Part  A  shows  the  action  taken  under  the  Act  and  Part  B  shows  the 


conditions  found  and  action  taken  under  our  Standard  Code  of  Practice. 


Part  A. 

No.  of  premises  in¬ 
spected 

No.  of  inspections 

Structural  defects 

Cleansing  of  internal 
structure 

Cleansing  of  utensils 
or  fittings 

Public  Health  Act 
nuisances 

No.  of  contraventions 
found 

Contraventions  abated 

Contraventions 

unabated 

Contraventions  abated 
from  1948  .. 


Part  13. 

Protection  of  food 
required 

Washing  facilities 
inadequate  .. 

Sanitary  accommo¬ 
dation  inadequate 

Protective  clothing 
required 

Structural  defects 

Exhibition  of  food 
code  required 

Other  defects  . 

Deficiencies  of  code 
remedied 

Deficiencies  of  code 
not  remedied 


Ice- 

Cream 

premises 

Meat 

prepar¬ 

ing 

rooms 

Meat 

shops 

Fried 

Fish 

and 

chipped 

potato 

rooms 

Cafes, 

Food 

Stores, 

etc. 

Total 

45 

32 

32 

21 

112 

242 

1  19 

83 

72 

63 

229 

566 

6 

6 

7 

5 

— 

19 

7 

1  1 

5 

9 

3 

30 

4 

S 

4 

3 

6 

22 

— 

3 

4 

1 

4 

12 

1  1 

25 

15 

18 

13 

82 

4 

17 

8 

6 

6 

41 

7 

8 

7 

12 

7 

41 

10 

5 

4 

9 

3 

31 

1 

1 

64 

66 

7 

21 

16 

15 

115 

174 

— 

7 

4 

— 

14 

20 

1 

6 

7 

8 

36 

53 

1 

9 

4 

3 

70 

87 

1 

3 

6 

7 

41 

58 

4 

17 

10 

7 

215 

253 

7 

3 

5 

6 

102 

123 

8 

55 

37 

35 

453 

588 
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I  have  set  out  the  deficiencies  against  our  Food  Code  separately  in 
this  manner,  not  because  the  items  cannot  be  dealt  with  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  but  to  set  out  the  conditions  found  on  our  visits  to  premises 
under  the  Code  and  to  show  the  results  obtained  as  a  result  of  co-operation 
with  the  people  engaged  in  the  industry.  The  whole  basis  of  the  Food 
Code,  which  was  stressed  at  our  meetings  with  the  traders,  was  to  obtain 
their  active  co-operation  in  maintaining  a  suitable  standard  of  cleanliness 
to  ensure  a  wholesome  food  supply  and  to  prevent  contamination  of  food. 

1  am  pleased  to  state  that  we  are  receiving  this  co-operation  from 
the  majority  of  traders,  and  I  hope  that  the  traders  in  general  will  follow 
the  example  of  a  few  in  the  town  who  have  already  invited  their  customers 
or  the  general  public  to  inspect  their  food  premises  at  any  reasonable 
time.  This  action  would  give  confidence  to  the  general  public,  and  would 
help  the  traders  concerned. 

The  end  of  1950  should  see  a  definite  improvement,  and,  I  hope  to 
set  out  in  my  next  Annual  Report  particulars  of  the  improvements  made. 

A  report  was  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  in  August  regarding  our 
Clean  Food  Campaign,  and  information  set  out  shows  that  we  are  still 
concentrating  on  this  aspect  of  our  work. 

54.  Food  Poisoning 

(a)  There  were  no  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning. 

(b)  Notifications  of  food  poisoning  were  received  relating  to  two  iso¬ 
lated  cases,  one  in  July  and  one  in  September. 

(c)  Both  persons  soon  recovered  from  the  associated  illness. 

In  one  case  organisms  of  the  Salmonella  typhii  group  were  isolated. 

Although  many  inquiries  were  made,  no  specific  food  could  be  traced 
as  being  responsible  for  the  illness.  The  patient,  a  girl  aged  three  years, 
was  taken  by  her  parents  to  a  London  hotel  for  a  few  days,  and  then  to  a 
farm  in  Somerset  for  a  few  days.  I  communicated  with  the  Medical 
Officer  for  the  district  concerned  regarding  the  notification  and  was 
informed  there  had  been  no  cases  of  similar  illness  there  and  that  con¬ 
ditions  were  satisfactory. 

Many  specimens  were  collected  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Leicester. 

55.  Bakehouses 

69  inspections  were  made  at  19  premises. 

25  contraventions  were  found,  9  relating  to  structural  items,  8  to 
limewashing  and  8  to  cleansing.  17  of  these  contraventions  were  abated 
and  1 1  contraventions  were  abated  following  action  commenced  in  1948. 
Structural  improvements  were  completed  at  six  bakehouses. 

56.  Factories  Act 

(a)  74  inspections  were  made  relating  to  24  premises,  16  contra¬ 

ventions  were  found,  I  I  of  these  were  abated  together  with  three  others 
following  action  commenced  in  1948. 
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(b)  Outworkers 

120  factory  occupiers  were  written  to  regarding  the  provisions  of 
section  110.  Information  was  received  from  91  factories.  82  of  them 
employed  840  outworkers,  and  9  did  not  employ  outworkers. 

57.  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919,  and  Infestation  Order,  1943 

1,449  initial  visits  and  814  return  visits  were  made  regarding  rats 
and  mice  destruction. 

200  private  premises  were  visited,  mainly  following  complaints  from 
the  occupiers.  It  was  found  necessary  to  give  treatment  at  145  of  them. 

Contract  disinfestation  of  premises  has  been  maintained.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  31  business  premises  were  on  contract.  438  visits  were 
made  to  these  premises  and  109  treatments  against  rats  or  mice  were 
carried  out  at  them. 

Systematic  inspections  have  been  made  at  the  sewage  disposal 
works  and  refuse  tips  in  the  district. 

Sewer  Baiting 

The  sixth  maintenance  treatment  of  the  sewers  was  carried  out  during 
the  summer.  Using  a  bait  of  damp  sausage  rusk,  the  infested  manholes 
of  the  district  received  a  pre-bait  on  the  first  and  third  days  and  a  2\  per 
cent.  Zinc  Phosphide  poison  bait  was  used  on  the  fifth  day.  The  sewers 
immediately  adjoining  the  infested  manholes  also  received  a  treatment. 

The  sewers  which  previous  treatments  had  shown  to  be  clear  of 
infestation  were  test  baited  with  a  view  to  treatment  should  any  of  them 
prove  to  be  re-infested.  In  no  instance  was  re-infestation  found.  The 
treatment  was  carried  out  in  twenty-eight  working  days.  The  number  of 
manholes  has  increased  from  1,093  to  1,119.  No  new  manhole  was 
found  to  be  infested. 


The  results  of  the  treatment  were  as  follows— 


District 

Manholes 

Inspected 

No. 

not 

baited 

Nu  rnber 
baited 

Complete 

takes 

Partial 

takes 

Total 

takes 

No 

take 

Hinckley 

539 

264 

275 

19 

9 

28 

247 

Barwell 

156 

71 

85 

5 

10 

15 

70 

Burbage 

207 

88 

1  19 

7 

1 1 

18 

101 

Earl  Shilton 

217 

102 

115 

1 

3 

4 

1  1 1 

Totals 

1 119 

525 

594 

32 

33 

65 

529 

58.  Staff 

The  staff  remains  unchanged,  but  one  additional  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  one  junior  clerk  are  to  be  appointed.  This  will  bring  the  technical 
staff  to  the  same  standard  as  that  existing  in  1939.  Mr.  H.  Deamer,  an 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  has  been  appointed  as  Deputy  Chief 
Inspector. 
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Year 


1899 

1909 

1919 

1924 

1929 

1934 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 


able  of  statistics  for  the  urban  counc  il 


Popu¬ 

lation 

Births 

Birth 

Rate 

Deaths 

Death 

Rate 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate 

1  1,019 

361 

30.08 

193 

16.08 

1 60 . 6 

12,576 

335 

27.6 

190 

15.  1 

146.2 

13,707 

208 

12.99 

171 

11.12 

100.9 

14,266 

308 

21.13 

183 

12.6 

49.02 

15.650 

294 

18.9 

223 

14.2 

71  .4 

16,920 

302 

17.7 

182 

10.7 

46.0 

34,360 

594 

17.2 

336 

9.6 

47.0 

35,060 

601 

17.1 

364 

10.38 

47.0 

35,887 

574 

15.96 

397 

1  1  .06 

50.5 

35,044 

654 

18.66 

321 

9.11 

42.8 

34.498 

681 

19.71 

328 

9.5 

36.7 

34,430 

753 

21  .9 

335 

9.7 

27.9 

34,400 

688 

20.0 

323 

9.3 

26.  1 

36.620 

855 

23 . 3 

366 

9.9 

44.4 

37,650 

858 

22.79 

397 

10.5 

46.8 

38.580 

785 

20.39 

364 

9.4 

24.2 

38,750 

691 

17.83 

396 

10.2 

27.4 
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